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A's satisfaction as compared with B's. If we tested the
state of their blood-streams, that would be a test of
blood, not satisfaction. Introspection does not enable
A to measure what is going on in B's mind, nor B to
measure what is going on in AJs. There is no way of
comparing the satisfactions of different people.
Xow, of course, in daily life we do continually
assume that the comparison can be made. But the very
diversity of the assumptions actually made at different
times and in different places is evidence of their con-
ventional nature. In Western democracies we assume
for certain purposes that men in similar circumstances
are capable of equal satisfactions. Just as for pur-
poses of justice we assume equality of responsibility
in similar situations as between legal subjects, so for
purposes of public finance we agree to assume equality
of capacity for experiencing satisfr.ction from equal
incomes in similar circumstances as between economic
subjects. But, although it may be convenient to as-
sume this, there is no way of proving that the assump-
tion rests on ascertainable fact. And, indeed, if the
representative of some other civilisation were to
assure us that we were wrong, that members of his
caste (or his race) were capable of experiencing ten
times as much satisfaction from given incomes as
members of an inferior caste (or an "inferior" race),
we could not refute him. We might poke fun at him.
We might flare up with indignation, and say that his
valuation was hateful, that it led to civil strife, un-
happiness, unjust privilege, and so on and so forth.
But we could not show that he was wrong in any
objective sense, any more than we could show that we
were right. And since in our hearts we do not regar i
different men's satisfactions from similar means as